
Dorchester Town Council 
 

Policy Committee 
 

16 May 2022 
 
Present: The Mayor (Councillor G. Jones) and Councillors R. Biggs, A. Chisholm, T. Harries, 

J.Hewitt, F. Hogwood and S. Hosford (Chairman). 
  
Apologies: Councillor B. Armstrong-Marshall. 
 
 In Attendance 
 Councillors S. Jones and D. Leaper. 
  
27. Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 21 March 2022, adopted by Council 
on 28 March 2022, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record. 

 
28. Finance Update 
  

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk which:- 
 

• Updated the Committee on the 2021-22 financial year end position. 
 

• Presented the final Internal Audit report. 
 

• Presented the 2021-22 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement and Accounting 
Statements. 
 

• Advised on the payments list for the period 1 March to 30 April 2022 and debts over 
30 days. 

 
The Deputy Town Clerk responded to Members detailed questions on the report. 

 
Recommended 
 

That the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021-22, as set out in 
Appendix 1 to these minutes, be adopted. 

 
Resolved 
 

(1) That the final Internal Audit report and Officer response to it, for 2021-22 be 
noted. 
 
(2) That the payments list, totalling £503,814.95, be approved. 
  



 
 
29. Dorset Council Allocation of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Receipts 
 

The Committee had before it a report by the Town Clerk on the allocation of CIL reserves 
held by Dorset Council. 
 
Town and Parish Councils had been invited to contribute to the discussion regarding 
schemes they wished to see considered for funding. It was noted that there was £282,000 
available for cultural, leisure and community facilities.  
 
The Council’s views would need to be submitted to Dorset Council by 10 June 2022. Dorset 
Council would make allocations based on need, ideally evidenced through some form of 
strategic assessment or plan and Members considered those projects that were based on 
the Council’s adopted Corporate Plan. Members felt that two projects should be promoted;- 
 

• The Municipal Buildings front of house reconfiguration so as to open up the building 
for users and event visitors and a relocation of the toilets to a less visible space. 
 

• Kings Road and Lubbecke Way riverside walk – linking the two green spaces together 
with a footbridge and improved accessibility of the riverside walk and make family 
friendly (not to include a bid for funds toward a small car park). 

 
The Vice Chairman reported that a number of buildings in High West and East Streets could 
do with some improvement. It was noted that West Dorset  District Council used to operate 
a financial contribution scheme to help towards minor improvements to Listed 
buildings/properties within the conservation area. Members felt that it would be beneficial 
if such a scheme could be re-established. 
 
Resolved 
 

(1) That the two projects set out above be forwarded to Dorset Council to be 
considered for funding from the cultural, leisure and community facilities CIL 
reserves. 
 
(2) That Town Councillors who were also Dorset Council Councillors be advised 
of the Committee’s views. 

 
(Councillor T. Harries decalred a non-pecuniary interest in respect of Dorchester Ballet and 
Dance.) 

 
30. Governance Issues 
  

The Committee had before it a report by the Town Clerk on a new first draft 
Communications Policy for the Council and appointments to Committees and Joint and 
Outside Bodies following receipt of Councillor preferences. 
 
Members agreed to review the draft Communications Policy and let the Deputy Town Clerk 
have comments by 20 May 2022. 
 



The Committee discussed the various appointments to Committees and outside bodies a 
report on which would be presented to the next full Council meeting. It was noted that the 
Council did not appoint representatives to the Civic Society or service organisations and it 
was felt that outside bodies list should be reviewed later in the year. 
 
Resolved 
 

(1) That the Communications Policy be reviewed and brought to  the next 
meeting of the Committee. 
 
(2) That the appointments to Committees, Joint and Outside Bodies report be 
noted. 

 
31. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960   
 

Resolved 
 

That in view of the fact that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the following matters the public and press 
representatives be excluded from this meeting during their discussion. 

 
32. Freedom of the Town 
 

Members considered a report by the Deputy Town Clerk on a request from the Dorset Army 
Cadet Force asking whether on the occasion of the Force’s 162nd anniversary, and the 80th 
anniversary of its reconstruction during World War Two, that the Council would be willing to 
grant it the Freedom of the Town. 
 
Recommended 
 

That the Freedom of the Town be awarded to the Dorset Army Cadet Force at a 
special meeting of the Council, the Deputy Town Clerk to make the necessary 
arrangements later in the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………………………………….. 
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