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What should Cornhill
look like?

Green Heat from
under the ground

Cornhill, often known as the Town Pump, is an
important civic space within the town’s network of
streets and squares. The heart of Roman Durnovaria, It
contains the recognisable marker to where the pump
once stood and marks the junction between High East
and West Streets, North Square and South Street.

If you see a drilling rig at Weymouth Avenue this
summer, don’t be surprised. We’re not drilling for oil;
instead we’re using a far
more environmentally
friendly technology to heat
a well used facility.
As part of our Climate
Emergency commitment
we are working with Dorchester Cricket Club to replace
ageing electric night storage heaters on the site.
Supported by grant funding from Low Carbon Dorset
the Council has commissioned two 80m deep boreholes
to capture heat from under the recreation ground; this
is exchanged via a Ground Source Heat Pump into a
new internal wet radiator system that warms the
Pavilion’s community room and other spaces.
Coupled with improved insulation and LED lighting the
scheme will reduce electric consumption on the site to
around 25% of its current use.
In a separate project the Town Council has also agreed
a £3,850 grant to Dorchester Youth and Community
Centre, to replace all of the lighting within its Kings
Road site with new LED equivalents.

The space hosts a market and is a meeting place for
locals. Today’s Cornhill is a lesser version of what it
once was, feeling cluttered and rather neglected.

Working with the Dorset Council, the Town Council will
refurbish the space, improving its function and
appearance.
We have appointed a team led by Feria Urbanism to
manage the project; they want to hear from local
people with ideas about how Cornhill can be improved.
Visit www.dorchester-cornhill.com to get involved.

Recycling Food Waste
Although most residents now separate food into their
brown bin, food waste still takes up one fifth of Dorset's
rubbish bins, by weight.
Waste mixed with food is more expensive to process
and is either sent for treatment or goes to landfill.
Dorset Council’s kerbside food waste collection is
weekly, freeing up valuable space in your rubbish bin.
Brown bin waste goes to an anaerobic digestion plant
here in Dorset. As it is breaks down, it gives off biogas
which is used to generate heat and electricity. It also
produces a fertiliser which can be used as a soil
improver for local farmers and businesses. Get a
replacement food waste bin at dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
collection-points or pick up home composting tips at
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/home-composting
Visit our website at www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk

Proposal for Major
Extension to our Town
Dorchester last faced a major decision about its future
growth 35 years ago; this resulted in Poundbury being
created as an urban extension to the town.
Dorset Council are now considering new sites, with a
large area on the slopes to the north, beyond the water
meadows and the showground, regularly appearing on
their list. Known as DOR15 it would be appreciably
bigger than Poundbury.
First proposed in 2018 it would have increased the
population of our Town by around a quarter. The Town
Council produced a detailed rebuttal of the proposal
focusing on how the need for affordable housing,
transport infrastructure, schools, employment and
health facilities would render the scheme unviable. The
significant environmental impact on an important
heritage landscape was also highlighted.
The Dorset Council strategic planning process
continues, with consultation on DOR15 due this
autumn. Do let your local Councillors know what you
think about the proposals and please keep an eye on
the Dorset Council website and feed in your views when
the opportunity arises.
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Richard re-elected
as Mayor
In the midst of the lockdown the
Town Council has been learning
to adapt to very different ways
of working; all councillors agreed
that a period of stability was
required, with an experienced
Mayor taking the lead.
Without any of the formality
usual with the making of a
Mayor in Dorchester; using
Zoom, a videoconferencing
platform few had heard of, let
alone used, before lockdown; in
late May Council unanimously
asked Richard Biggs to stay on to
serve a fourth term as Mayor.
Having raised funds for the Fire
Fighters Charity in 2019-20,
during the next Mayoral year
Richard will support local
charities involved in the
response to and recovery from
the Covid 19 lockdown, also
using monies from cancelled
Mayoral events.
Richard will be supported by
wife Carolyn, while David Taylor
will continue as Deputy Mayor.

 admin@dorchester-tc.gov.uk
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Town’s response to
Covid 19 Lockdown
Dear Dorchester Resident,
The good citizens of Dorchester never fail to impress me, with a whole
host of professionals and volunteers tackling the challenge that the
Covid-19 crisis has presented with flying colours. A big thank you to
you all!
For the many who have been battling the mental strain and putting a
brave face on, and dealing with, the strange new world that is
emerging, I understand that it is not easy.
As I write the lock down is slowly being eased and the struggle to find
the right balance between safety and our economic prosperity is a
daily battle.

Many have commented on the solace and comfort of viewing our
natural world that continues to flourish. I have been particularly proud
that Town Council staff have maintained the award winning Borough
Gardens right the way through. I always take any opportunity to walk
through the Gardens and clear my head.
Contained in our newsletter is advice to take on board when you are
shopping in the town. Never have the retailers, coffee shops and other
service providers in the town centre, on Poundbury and across the
wider town, needed your business. We are pleased to be working with
Dorchester BID, the Dorchester Chamber for Business and Dorset
Council on the “Shop Local, Shop Safe, Shop Dorch” campaign.
Elsewhere we have tried to summarise the enormous effort that the
voluntary sector have unselfishly put in during lockdown and as we
emerge. Inevitably we’ve missed a few of you off the list.
Finally, while Mayoral engagements are a little thin on
the ground right now, I’m confident that eventually
things will return to something resembling normality.
When the opportunity arises, Carolyn and I look forward
to getting out and meeting you all again; whether I’ll be
allowed to shake anyone’s hand is another matter!
Best Regards

Visit our website at www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk
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Community support
for the vulnerable
Many local community groups have adapted to help
people during Covid-19, while others have emerged
to help fill gaps.
The town has 3 food bank providers, who have done
a brilliant job of supporting people experiencing food
poverty. Volunteers at the Dorchester Foodbank, The
Dorchester Community Kitchen and Food Share (at
the Dorchester Community Church) have distributed
hundreds of food parcels every week, helped by the
goodwill of local people donating items to them and
the cooperation of local supermarkets. They also
worked closely with the public authorities managing
Operation Shield.
The Dorchester Community Support Group (DCSG),
was set up, to support vulnerable residents, many of
whom are shielding. It signed up and trained 50+
volunteers, who have been shopping, collecting
prescriptions, helping people to access cash if they
need it, operated a befriending service and given lots
of advice. The Poundbury Coronavirus Help Group
was doing similar work in the west of the town.

Recording the Town’s
Heritage Assets

New Play Trail for
Salisbury Fields

As part of ongoing work to produce a Tourism strategy for
the town, Red Kite Environment have been appointed to
undertake a Heritage Audit of the town’s history.

In March, just before lockdown happened, Councillors
approved the installation of a new play trail to run
alongside the Walks in the east of the town. Suitable for
ages 5yrs to “Old enough to know better” it should be
installed before the summer is over.

Given the town’s exhaustive story this is no small task
and, while many of our bigger stories are already easily
accessible, it is often the hidden snippets of information
that fire the imagination.
The audit is the first step towards being able to develop
new ways of interpreting and delivering local history to be
enjoyed by residents and visitors.
Red Kite Environment will be carrying out consultation
later in the year - details will be published on
the Council’s website and Facebook pages.
Keep up to date with what’s on in
the town: listen to your volunteer
run, not for profit, community
radio station from Dorchester,
covering central-southern Dorset.
Online at KeeP106.com

Councillor Contacts
Phone and e-mail contact details for
Ward councillors for the Town
Council and the Dorset Council are
available on our website,
www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk

To support the local frontline volunteers and other
key workers in the town, Masks4All Dorchester was
created. The group have given out over 2,000 free
masks to key workers and clients at healthcare
organisations including local GP surgeries and the
Dorset County Hospital. Two local ‘scrubs groups’
also set up, sewing and making a wide range of
essential PPE for frontline healthcare staff.
Wyvern Savings and Loans, who are a cooperative
credit union, have continued to help people by
making loans, and they have enabled the DCSG to be
able to set up a system of safely withdrawing cash for
isolated residents which means they are kept safe
from fraudsters. And many other groups have
continued to work hard, offering telephone and video
services to the families they are supporting.
And Age UK North, South and West Dorset, Dorset
Community Action, The Dorset Citizens Advice
Bureau, the Volunteer Centre Dorset and Help and
Kindness all joined the Dorset Council Community
Response Team, providing essential help across the
area to individuals and other groups.
Finally, thank you all for the informal volunteering
that many of you will have been involved in as well.
Shopping for others, helping them with daily tasks
and providing a friendly ear.

Citizens Advice
support during crisis
The Citizens Advice in Dorchester was available by
phone and e-mail throughout the lockdown, with the
team switching to home working, using web based
platforms. This allowed their many volunteers and
staff to provide free, independent and impartial advice
and information.
The focus was inevitably on Covid 19, primarily related
to welfare benefits and employment, including the
furlough and self-employment support schemes.
The office reopened for face to face services on 1 June,
offering triage support as well as video-calls to provide
more in depth advice and help.
From July CA will concentrate on supporting residents
in the recovery phase as shops and businesses reopen
and people return to work; building financial resilience
in the months ahead to help maintain housing and
budgets.
See www.westdorsetca.org.uk or call
01305 751514 or 0344 411 1444 for
help.

Online support for
Young People
The Youth and Community Centre have launched DYCC
Online to support local young people aged 12 to 21.
Funded by the National Lottery Community Fund,
Dorset Police Crime Commissioner and Dorset
Community Foundation the project takes Youth Work
to young people during this challenging time.
Youth Worker led ‘Zoom Room’s’ take place throughout the week, creating safe online spaces to chat about
everything from the latest music, tv and cultural trends
to tackling issues and sharing experiences of lockdown.
Young people not in education, employment or
training can access a weekly Networks Zoom Room
with loads of support, information and advice.
Free Daily ‘Check In’ 1 to 1 support sessions are
available via messaging, phone call or social media.
Youth Workers provide first contact support along with
signposting to local services. An Instagram page is
loaded with useful information and interactive fun.
All young people can access DYCC Online, you don’t
need to be a club member. More info at Instagram
dorchester.youthclub, Facebook Dorchester Youth
and Community Centre or kate.parkman@dycc.org.uk

Visit our website at www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk

