
 

 

Dorchester Town Council 
 

Management Committee 
 

10th November 2025 
 
Present: Councillors L. Fry, W. Gibbons, J. Hewitt, D. Leaper (Chair), R. Major, R. Potter, M. 

Rennie and S. Jones. 
 
Apologies: Councillors P. Farmer, F. Hogwood and F. Kent-Ledger. 
 
 In attendance: 
 Councillor S. Biles. 

 
Officers:  Tony Hurley (Assistant Town Clerk – Corporate) and Carl Dallison (Assistant 
Town Clerk – Outdoor Services). 

  
24. Declaration of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
25. Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 15th September 2025, adopted by 
Council on 29th September 2025, were taken as read and were confirmed and signed by 
the Chair as a correct record. 

 
26. Outdoor Services – Update Report – Autumn 
 

The committee received the update report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Outdoor 
Services).   A design for the replacement retaining wall at Fordington Cemetery has been 
received from the structural engineer and discussions will now commence with the Mill 
Street Housing Society with regard to the land area required.  The structural engineer had 
also made recommendations with regard to the long-term monitoring of other sections of 
the wall.  The Assistant Town Clerk also reported that new owl and swift nesting boxes 
were to be installed in Borough Gardens.  Cllr Gibbons enquired about the potential to 
move the goal posts on The Great Field due to surface flooding and it was confirmed that 
they could be moved soon.  Cllr Rennie requested that it be minuted that members were 
very appreciative of the work of the Outdoor Services staff. 

 
Resolved:   

 
That the Outdoor Services update report be noted. 

 
27. Draft Cemeteries & Burial Policy. 

 
The committee received the report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Corporate) on a draft 
cemeteries and burials policy for the council.  Cllr Biles asked about the ‘next in line’ grave 
plot allocation policy and officers explained that couples who wanted to be buried 
together could make use of double-depth plots which can accommodate two coffins and 



 

 

numerous ashes caskets on top.  Cllr Jones recommended that the provision of a new 
cemetery should be one of the council’s priorities for the North of Dorchester 
development if it were to proceed. 

 
Resolved:   

 
That the draft Cemeteries & Burials Policy is agreed by the Committee. 

 
28. Amendment to operating agreement for Borough Gardens refreshments kiosk. 
 

The committee received the report from the Assistant Town Clerk (Corporate) on 
proposed changes to the agreement that governs the operation of the Borough Gardens 
refreshment kiosk.  

 
Resolved:   

 
That the committee agrees an amendment to the 2026 operating agreement for 
the Borough Gardens refreshment kiosk to require the operator to make a 
payment to the council of 5% of taking (inclusive of VAT) each month of the year. 

 
29. Grant Applications 
 

The Committee considered various requests for financial assistance and it was 
 
Resolved: 
 

(a) That no grant be awarded to Dorset Neuro Rehab for the ReMarkable Pro 
device. 

(b) That a grant of £500 be awarded to the Dorchester Chamber for Business 
towards the cost of public liability insurance for the Christmas Cracker event. 

(c) That a grant of £500 be awarded to the Dorchester Chamber for Business 
towards the cost of hiring the Municipal Buildings for the Christmas Cracker 
event.  

(d) That a grant of £500 be awarded to Dorchester Family Support towards the 
cost of the food hamper service.  

(e) That a grant of £500 be awarded to Homestart Wessex towards the cost of 
volunteer expenses and training.  

(f) That a grant of £335 be awarded to Transition Town Dorchester towards the 
cost of scythes and equipment. 

 
 Cllr Rennie requested that any grant applicants be made aware of the Dorchester Car Boot 
Grant Fund as an additional / alternative source of funding. 

 
30. Minutes of Twinning & Cultural Activities Panel 
 

 The notes of the Panel meeting on 15th September 2024 were considered by members.   
Cllr Rennie stated that the new arrangement for the service to commemorate the German 
prisoners of war had worked very well on Remembrance Sunday and attracted a much 
large number of attendees.  It was proposed that this should the permanent arrangement 
in future and the Assistant Town Clerk offered to discuss this with St George’s Church and 



 

 

report back to the Panel and then the Committee.  Cllr Fry enquired as to whether the 
actual memorial should be relocated but this was not supported by other members.  The 
issue of installing fencing along the top of the wall by the memorial was discussed and Cllr 
Jones suggested that the German embassy, or its war memorials commission, be 
approached for assistance with any costs. 

 
 Resolved:   
 

a) That the minutes be noted. 
 

b) That officers discuss with St George’s Church the potential for the service of 
remembrance for German prisoners of war to take place in the churchyard as a 
long-term arrangement. 

 
31. Cemetery Matters. 
 

(a) Exclusive Right of Burial and Interments and Burial of Ashes 
 

The report which detailed the Grants of Exclusive Right of Burial for grave spaces and the 
number of interments and burials of ashes since the last meeting of the Committee had 
been circulated with the agenda.  
 
Resolved: 
 

That the report on the Grants of Exclusive Right of Burial and Interments and 
Burial of Ashes since the last meeting of the Committee be noted.  

 
(b) Headstones and Inscriptions 
 

The Committee received and noted applications for the design of headstones and 
inscriptions.  
 
Resolved:   

 
That the action of the Town Clerk in approving designs numbered 5509 to 5516 

be confirmed and the Register of Memorials be signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Chair…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 


